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Sevenoaks
defeated
in cup
semi-final
See page 66

Oaks ready for
final showdown
By Glenn Garrett

SEVENOAKS Hockey Club are
hoping to end their season in a
blaze of glory by lifting the Kent
Cup this weekend.

While it has been a somewhat
disappointing campaign for Oaks
in the league, they have really
come into their own in the cups.

They stunned everyone by
reaching the semi-final of the Na-
tional Hockey Cup, narrowly los-
ing to Hampstead and
Westminster. But, on Sunday, they
have a chance to make amends
and put some silverware in the
trophy cabinet when they travel
to Holcombe for the final of the
Kent Cup.

“We are going in confident,”
captain Jamie Nelson said.
“We’ve had a good second-half to
the season and are going there
expecting to win.

“We know the opposition well.
They’ve got a slight advantage
being at home, but we’ve actually
beaten them at their place and
there is no reason why we can’t
again.”

In the league Oaks have beaten
Holcombe 3-1 and also played out
an exciting 2-2 draw.

But this is a one-off cup match
and anything can happen on the
day.

“They are a good side,” Nelson
admitted.

“They came above us in the
league and have beaten some good

teams along the way. Ultimately, if
we play to our level on the day, I
know we can do it.

“It’s going to be all about the
small things. Running that extra
yard, sticking to your man a bit
longer and taking chances when
they come.”

Key to taking chances will be
top scorer Ben Allberry. A new-
comer to Hollybush Lane this sea-
son, he has so far banged in 27
goals and been named most valu-
able player at the club.

“His contribution has probably
been head and shoulders above
everyone else,” Nelson said. “He
has been a really good player for
us and fitted in well. He will be
one to watch on Sunday.”

Nelson is the first to admit the

season has been saved by the re-
spective cup runs. In the league
Oaks got off to a disastrous start,
but the way they pulled things
around has given everyone hope
going into the off-season.

“On paper we had a good
squad,” Nelson said. “But it took a
lot longer to bed the squad to-
gether than we thought. After five
games we only had one point and
it was a worry.

“We’ve turned it around and
picked points up quickly. The
cups runs have really given the
season a boost. The club is going
in the right direction and this
team has the ability to go all the
way.”

Let’s hope they show that at
Holcombe on Sunday afternoon. FINAL FLOURISH: Oaks are hoping to end their season on a high

TRYING TIMES: Action
from the transition stage
of the Sevenoaks
triathlon on Sunday
morning. It proved to be
yet another successful
race, won this year by
Mark Bruce in one hour,
18 minutes, 52 seconds.
For more pictures and a
full race report turn to
pages 16 and 17
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