IN BRIEF

Otford round-up

B David Fulton, former
captain of Kent County
Cricket and ex-Otford
Colt, cut the ribbon to
formally open the new
practice nets on the
recreation ground on
Saturday April 10 and
then faced the might of
the Otford Colts’ bowling.

B A flower arranging
workshop, in aid of the
Platt Memorial Hall
new build fund, is being
held at the hall between
9.30am and 3.30pm

on Iriday June 11 ata
cost of £65. For further
details contact Val
Brooker 01732 780396 .

B St Bart’s ‘Save our
Tower’ appeal was
launched on Saturday
April 24 with a Teddy
Aerial Runway, as the
start of an appeal to raise
the balance of £70,000
needed to restore the
tower. www.stbart
holomews.co.uk

B Otford village fete
starts on Bank Holiday
Monday May 31 with a
procession leaving Hale
Lane at 11.30am, making
its way through the
village to the recreation
ground, arriving at

noon when the gates

will open. The theme
this year is The World
Clup. Attractions are set
to include non-stop live
music, a dog show, and

a warlords re-enactment
group performing as well
as the usual barbecue,
beer tent, side shows,
Bobo the clown, stalls
and raffles. For details
visit www.otford.info/
villagefete

B The Crown on the
pond is holding an Elvis
Presley Tribute night and
buffet on Saturday May
29 following their Folk
Gig in the garden on
Iriday 7. Full details from
www.crownpuband
restaurant.co.uk or

01959 522847.

Village report compiled
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i does put Sevenoaks on the map as a leader
¢ of top class sporting events. You set such

i great pleasure to see their faces at the end.
¢ It appears they are all looking forward to

© by many club members.
. helped to cement the

i event’s reputation,

i will be on

Athletes race to triathlon success

One of the biggest sporting
events in the town’s calendar
enjoyed glorious sunshine last
month. Mike Clyne reports

ith perfect conditions, last month’s
Sevenoaks Triathlon was once again
set to be one of the biggest sporting
events in the town’s calendar. The
race had sold out in October in
under four days so demand to take
part in the event was very high. Starting in the Leisure
Centre pool, the athletes swim 400 metres before

% swapping their goggles for their bike helmet. As they

rode away from the transition area, the uninitiated
quickly found out that Sevenoaks is not a flat area.
Athletes’ descriptions of the course ranged from
“undulating” to “tough” and “hilly” and one was even

¢ heard saying “if I find the person who designed that
;. course...”.

The 25km bike section included a fast downbhill section
on Riverhill, a long climb up Shipbourne Hill, the twists
and turns through Ivy Hatch and Stone Street with
a final climb up to the Vine and back to the Leisure
Centre. The final part of the race was an 8km run

. through the spectacular Knole Park, which was bathed

in spring sunshine. As the athletes crossed the line to
receive their specially struck medal, all agreed that the
course showcased the beautiful countryside around
Sevenoaks — no surprise to readers of Vine.

70aks Tri Club have organised these biannual

. events for years. On the day, over 80 of their members
i were marshalling the course to ensure everything ran

smoothly. The athletes’ ages ranged from 16 to 75 and
their feedback can be well summed up by 65-year-old

veteran Edward Oatley, who said: “Thank you
all for another great, successful event. It really

P

a high example of organisation, smooth
running and enjoyment for many. For me
your outstanding achievement is the high
number of first time entrants and it gave me

September.”

The race was named ‘Race
of the Year for less than 500
entries’ in 2009, recognising
the huge work contributed

Four local sponsors —
Sevenoaks Computers,
Acorn Recruitment, Opus
Network Services and
Knight Frank — have

which now reaches
far beyond the
local area. The
next race

Sunday 19
September.

A Racing to the
finish line: Dominic
John completes the final
stages of the race (below)
Sally Mortleman with her
children on the finish line

M For more information,
visit www.7oakstriclub.co.uk

Winners on
the podium

MEN'’S RACE

[t Mark Bruce
(ICAP)
1:18:62
2"¢ Matthew Foord
(Wildside Zoot RT)
1:21:19
3 Mark Yeoman
(Sigma Sport/
Lanson Running)
1:23:58

WOMEN’S RACE

|** Lara Hawkings
1:56:04

2" Lauren Whitmore

(Crystal Palace tri)
1:356:41

3 Penny
Bulley
(70aks Tri)
1:42:01

Check online
for other
results
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PICTUR!



